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s & s the judicial organs of the state, people’s courts fulfill the responsibilities of punishing crimes,

protecting the public, resolving conflicts and disputes, maintaining stability and promoting
. harmony. Moreover, they play an irreplaceable role in establishing the socialist legal system with Chinese
characteristics, building a socialist country under the rule of law and securing the social and economic
development of China. In recent years, China has accorded paramount importance to the rule of law in the
governance of the country and society, reiterating its fundamental status, which imposes newer and higher
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LY - expectations of people’s courts in enforcing the Constitution and laws through the full exercise of its judicial

power.

Since its establishment in 1949, the Supreme People's Court (SPC), under the firm leadership of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) and with effective supervision from the National People’s Congress (NPC)
and its Standing Committee, has faithfully fulfilled its responsibilities and mandates under the Constitution
and laws, and upheld socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics. The SPC has consistently maintained
justice for the people and strives to enable the people to feel that fairness and justice is served in every
case before the courts. It provides legal guarantee for fully advancing the law-based governance of China,

achieving the “Two Centenary Goals”’, and realizing the Chinese Dream of the great rejuvenation of the

Chinese nation.

*  “Two Centenary Goals”: To complete the building of a moderately prosperous society in all respects when the CPC

celebrates its centenary in 2021, and to turn China into a modern socialist country that is prosperous, strong, democratic,
culturally advanced and harmonious when the PRC marks its centennial in 2049.
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m The Constitutional Status of the Supreme People’s Court

ccording to the provisions of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China
Aand the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Organization of the
People’s Courts, the SPC is the highest judicial organ of the People’s Republic of China.
Its responsibilities and mandates include adjudicating all types of cases, formulating
judicial interpretations, supervising the adjudications of local courts at various levels
and specialized courts, and managing the judicial administration of courts across

China in accordance with its scope of powers and responsibilities as provided by law.

The relationship between the Supreme People’s Court and the National People’s
Congress and its Standing Committee

The NPC is the highest organ of state power. The SPC is established by, responsible
to and supervised by the NPC. The president of the SPC is elected or removed by the
NPC. The SPC vice presidents, members of the Adjudicative Committee, divisional
chief judges, deputy divisional chief judges, and judges of the SPC are nominated
and submitted by the SPC president to the NPC for appointment or removal.

The scope of powers and responsibilities of the SPC is defined by the NPC and its
Standing Committee according to the law. The fundamental mission of the SPC
is to safeguard strict compliance and application of the law in the proceedings of
adjudicating cases. The SPC reports its work to the NPC during the NPC's annual
session and to the NPC Standing Committee when the NPC is in recess. The budget
of the SPC is approved by the NPC, and the judicial interpretations of the SPC are

submitted to the NPC Standing Committee for records.

The relationship between the Supreme People’s Court and the State Council

The State Council is the highest administrative organ of the state. In administrative
litigations, the SPC may review the legality of administrative acts of the State
Council and its affiliated ministries and commissions. If a litigant believes the
regulatory documents an administrative act is based on, which are below the level
of administrative rules, violate the law, he/she may ask for review of such document
when filing administrative litigation proceedings. If a people’s court finds that a rule
of a local government collides with rules of a ministry or commission of the State

Council, or the rules of different ministries or commissions are inconsistent with each

other, the question can be transferred by the SPC to the State Council for decision.
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If the SPC deems that an administrative regulation made by the State Council
contravenes the Constitution or the law, it may submit a written request for review to

the NPC Standing Committee, which will make appropriate decisions accordingly.

After soliciting the opinions of the SPC, the State Council prepares the budget for
the SPC, which is implemented after being approved by the NPC or its Standing
Commitlee. The State Council and its relevant affiliated agencies are in charge of
some administrative affairs of the SPC such as size of staff, institutional setup, and

employees’ salaries and benefits.

The relationship between the Supreme
People’s Court and the Supreme People’s
Procuratorate

The people's procuratorates are state
organs of legal supervision. The Supreme
People's Procuratorate (SPP) is the highest
procuratorial agency. The SPP may, in
accordance with the law, file a procuratorial
protest to the SPC in any case if it believes
that there has been an error in the effective
judgment or ruling made by a people's

court at any level.
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EEIE (1875 F ~1963 £,
1949 F 10 B ~1954 F 9 B
EES RIS )

SHEN Junru (1875-1963)
Served as SPC President during

AR (1914 £ ~2013 £,
1983F 6 H ~1988F 4 H
EESAREBRS )

ZHENG Tianxiang (1914-2013)
Served as SPC President during

@ The Successive Presidents of the Supreme People’s Court

1949.10-1954.9 1983.6-1988.4

EWE (1885 % ~1975 £,
1954 F 9B ~1959F 4 H
ERS ARERES )
DONG Biwu (1885-1975)

Served as SPC President during
1954.9-1959.4

E225h (1925 5 8 B4,
1988 F 4 B ~1998 F 3 A
EERSARERRS)

| REN Jianxin (1925.8-)

Served as SPC President during
1988.4-1998.3

BiTis (1884 & ~1971 £,
1959 F 4 B ~1966F 1 H
EESARERS )
XIE Juezai (1884-1971)

Served as SPC President during
1959.4-1965.1

H %% (1938 &£ 8 B4,
1998 F£3 B ~2008 £ 3 B
Eaa ARERREK )

XIAQO Yang (1938.8-)

Served as SPC President during
1998.3-2008.3

T (1946 £ 10 B4,
2008 £3 H ~2013%F 3 B
EmSARERTS )
WANG Shengjun (1946.10-)

Served as SPC President during
2008.3-2013.3

#55EE (1897 £ ~1984 £,
1965 F 18 ~1975%18
FeeARERREE )

YANG Xiufeng (1897-1984)

Served as SPC President during
1965.1-1975.1

L % (1907 £ ~1999 £,

1975 F 1B ~1983 %6 A A & (1960 F 4 B4,
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JIANG Hua (1907-1999)
Served as SPC President during
1975.1-1983.6

ZHOU Qiang (1960.4-)
Served as SPC President since 2013.3
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@ T m The Adjudicative Power of the Supreme People’s Court
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S_ ccording to the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, the Law of
the People’s Republic of China on the Organization of the People’s Courts

R K5k M KNRGIEBEH ZU0EY UL R AL, b ER M I S i HBLG, T
N RIEBe BT HiBE T AR AT
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—. ISR AREER. EOAREREAR. HEN LR, UK. RIEEESHIFERG,

and other related laws, as the highest adjudicative body, the SPC shall deal with

the following cases:

=. FiEse ARGEIZREH INEREFREITUREGS; 1. hearing cases at first instance which fall in the statutory jurisdiction of the SPC or
PO, RBOEARBEHIRLAIMNOZERIZEA; are deemed by itself to be appropriate for it to try;

h. WERIEERBERG, REERREE,

<. LRI AN A=, 2. hearing cases of appeals, procuratorial protests, applications for retrial and
2009 FELLkE, 2ERPNREEEGER . B 1000 HHALLE, 2015 E04F] 1671.4 petitions against the judgments or rulings made by high people’s courts and

specialized people’s courts;

. e ARERESFEZIERMG 1 BHLLE, 2015 2124 15985 4. 45 14135 14, bR
HHEMI, e AREREREZHZ—EE. S—EAEEERINTIE. Bal, BF2EER
ZIEAEHBREHI TR . XERAFEERWH ARERAIT. & ARERRIINTE, A%
XIMTAFRIETE. e, i,

3. hearing cases of procuratorial protests lodged by the SPP in accordance with the

adjudication supervision procedure;

4. reviewing and approving cases of death penalty decided by courts other than the

RaARERFTAER LT SPC;

Meeting room for the Adjudicative Committee of the SPC

5. hearing cases of state compensation according to law and makes decisions on

state compensation.

6. reviewing and approving cases where criminal sentences are below the statutory

sentence.

Since 2009, courts in China have heard and enforced over 10 million cases every year;
the number was 16.71 million in 2015 alone. The SPC handles more than 10,000 cases
every year; in 2015 it handled 15,985 cases and concluded 14,135 cases. Apart from
adjudicating cases, the SPC also conducts unified administration and coordination of
the enforcement of courts’ judgments across China. Currently, courts in China handle
a large number of cases of application for compulsory enforcement against other
parties every year, which are mainly enforced by the local people’s courts. The SPC

has an enforcement department for the administration, supervision and coordination

of work in this area.
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0 The Structure of the Adjudicative Divisions of the Supreme People’s Court

The SPC operates a number of adjudication divisions. A case is usually heard by a collegial panel of

three judges, and sometimes of five or seven judges. The divisions of the SPC and their responsibilities

are as follows:

Case-Filing Division (Litigation Service Center):

The Case-Filing Division registers and files cases accepted by
the SPC, handles cases involving disputes over case filing or
jurisdiction and applications for retrial and petitions for cases,

and provides judicial aid.

Criminal Division No. |
Criminal Division No. | mainly reviews the ordinary criminal
cases in its geographical jurisdiction and provides guidance for

cases that go to trial.

Criminal Division No. |l

Criminal Division No. Il mainly reviews the cases of crimes of
jeopardizing state security, crimes related to official duties,
and crimes concerning foreign affairs, Hong Kong, Macao and

Taiwan affairs, and provides guidance for cases that go to trial.

Criminal Division No. Ill
Criminal Division No. lll mainly reviews the ordinary criminal
cases in its geographical jurisdiction and provides guidance for

cases that go to trial.

Criminal Division No. IV
Criminal Division No. IV mainly reviews the ordinary criminal
cases in its geographical jurisdiction and provides guidance for

cases that go to trial.

Criminal Division No. V

Criminal Division No. V mainly reviews the ordinary criminal

RAARER R
A small court room in the SPC

cases in its geographical jurisdiction and
provides guidance for cases that go to

trial.

Civil Division No. |

Civil Division No. | mainly hears cases in-
volving marriage and family, personal
rights, labor disputes, and ownership
contract disputes about real estate and
rural land. It reviews and retries such civil
cases of lower courts for their decisions
that have entered into force.lt also pro-
vides trial guidance to lower courts and

the work of people’s tribunals.

Civil Division No. Il

Civil Division No. Il mainly hears cases at
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Office building of the SPC

First Circuit Court (in Shenzhen)

first and second instance which involve business disputes over
contract, company, securities, insurance and bills of exchange.
It reviews and retries such cases of lower courts for their
decisions that have entered into force. It also provides trial

guidance to lower courts.

Civil Division No. Il (IPR Division)

Civil Division No. lll mainly hears cases at first and second
instance which involve IPR and competition disputes. It reviews
and retries such cases of lower courts for any of their decisions
that have entered into force. It also provides trial guidance to

lower courts.

Civil Division No. IV

Civil Division No. IV mainly hears maritime cases and foreign,
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan related civil and commercial
cases at first and second instance. It reviews and retries such
cases of lower courts for their decisions that have entered into

force. It also provides trial guidance to lower courts.

Environment & Resources Division

The Environment & Resources Division mainly hears cases
at first and second instance which involve environment and
resources disputes. It reviews and retries such cases of lower
courts for their decisions that have entered into force. It also

provides trial guidance to lower courts.

Administrative Division

The Administrative Division mainly hears administrative cases
at first and second instance. It reviews and retries such cases
of lower courts for their decisions that have entered into force.
It reviews cases of application for compulsory enforcement
filed by administrative agencies and cases of administrative

compensation. It also provides trial guidance to lower courts.

Adjudication Supervision Division
The Adjudication Supervision Division mainly reviews and
retries cases whereby the SPC itself has made valid judgments.

It reviews and retries cases of petition of lower courts for

criminal and civil decisions that have
entered into force. It hears retrial cases in
which the SPP protests court decisions
and rulings. It reviews and approves
criminal case sentencing under retrial
proceedings, and handles cases con-
cerning commutation of sentence, parole
and temporary service of sentence

outside the prison under surveillance.

Office of the State Compensation
Commission

The Office of the State Compensation
Commission mainly hears state com-
pensation cases that are accepted by
the SPC Compensation Commission,
enforces its decisions, and reviews
and handles complaints and petitions

involving state compensation.

Enforcement Department (Enforcement
Steering Office)

The Enforcement Department mainly
executes judgments and rulings which
fall into the statutory enforcement power
of the SPC. It handles cases related to
enforcement review cases and petitions
for retrial of legally effective verdicts
issued by lower courts. It coordinates
and settles disputes arising from enforce-
ment of diversity jurisdiction when the
parties are from different provinces,
autonomous regions and municipalities
directly under the central government.
It deals with petitions filed through
letters and visits as well as complaints

against enforcement. The Enforcement
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Department also provides guidance on the application of IT in

enforcement by courts at all levels nationwide.

First Circuit Court

The First Circuit Court was established on January 28, 2015
in Shenzhen of Guangdong Province, covering Guangdong
Province, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region and Hainan

Province in its circuit.

Second Circuit Court
The Second Circuit Court was established on January 31, 2015
in Shenyang of Liaoning Province, covering Liaoning Province,

Jilin Province, and Heilongjiang Province in its circuit.

As the standing adjudicative organ of the SPC, circuit courts
handle major administrative, civil and commercial appeal
cases across provinces in which the first instance ruling from
the high people’s court under its jurisdiction is not accepted;
cases applying for retrial in which the high people’s court’s
administrative, civil and commercial final judgment under
its jurisdiction is not accepted by the parties; petition cases
through letters and visits filed to the SPC under its jurisdiction;
and other cases falling under its responsibility. The circuit
courts apply the collegiate panel system in hearing cases. The

collegiate panel is composed of presiding judges.

Research Department

The Research Department assumes
the responsibilities of drafting judicial
interpretations and carrying out the
organization, coordination and com-
pilation of related materials; participating
in legislation, studying and collecting
opinions on drafts of laws, regulations
and rules; replying to law application
problems raised by lower people’s courts
and central government departments;
handling or coordinating legal affairs
related to Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan;
conducting research on juvenile courts,
judicial statistics and investigating and
studying major legal issues; com-piling

guiding cases.

Adjudication Management Office

The Adjudication Management Office's
major responsibilities include case trial
process management of the SPC, quality
review, supervising and checking trial
time implementation, undertaking the
management of SPC Adjudicative Com-
mittee affairs, judicial transperancy, and

trial experience summary.
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m The Power to Make Judicial Interpretations of the Supreme People’s Court

I\/laking judicial interpretations is one of the
methods by which the SPC fulfills its function

of providing adjudicative guidance. Therefore, making
judicial interpretations has become an important
mechanism through which the SPC interprets legal
provisions and unifies the standards of application of
laws.

According to the provisions of the Resolution on
Strengthening the Work of Judicial Interpretation
passed by the NPC Standing Committee in 1981,
the Legislation Law of the People’s Republic of China
and the Law of the People’s Republic of China on
the Organization of the People's Courts, the SPC
is empowered to make specific interpretations on
applying the law in court proceedings. Judicial
interpretation is an important mechanism for inter-
preting laws.

According to the Rules on the Work of Judicial
Interpretation adopted by the SPC, there are four
forms of judicial interpretation: interpretations,
rules, instructions in reply, and decisions. Judicial
interpretations on the application of a specific law or
on how to apply the law to a certain type of case or
issue in court trials take the form of “interpretations”;
judicial interpretations such as standards and opinions
that need to be stipulated in court trials according to
the spirit of relevant legislation take the form of “rules”;
judicial interpretations made in response to enquiries
by the high people'’s courts or the Military Court of
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA Military Court) on
the application of laws in court trials take the form
of "instructions in reply”; revisions or rescissions of
judicial interpretations take the form of “decisions.”
The SPC makes judicial interpretations based on the

following initiatives: requirements or suggestions

raised by the SPC Adjudicative Committee or
its adjudicative divisions for formulating judicial
interpretations; suggestions raised by the high
people’s courts or the PLA Military Court for for-
mulating judicial interpretations, or their enquiries
concerning the application of laws; bills or proposals
made by the NPC deputies or members of the
National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC) for formulating
judicial interpretations; suggestions put forward by
relevant government agencies, NGOs, other entities
or citizens for formulating judicial interpretations;
and other circumstances in which the SPC deems it
necessary to make judicial interpretations.

The drafts of judicial interpretations should be sent to
the relevant NPC specialized committees or relevant
offices of the NPC Standing Committee to solicit
opinions. To gather a full set of inputs, the SPC will
also solicit opinions from all walks of life through online
mechanisms or public hearings. Once discussed and
passed by the SPC Adjudicative Committee, drafts
of judicial interpretations are then announced and
published in the Gazette of the Supreme People’s
Court and the People’s Courts’ Daily and also released
online. The judicial interpretations are reported to
the NPC Standing Committee for records after the
promulgation.

The SPC’s judicial interpretations do not constitute
legislation but explanations on how to apply the laws
in trial proceedings. They possess the same legal
force as the interpreted laws and may be used as legal
basis for judges in deciding cases. When a court takes
a judicial interpretation as the basis for a judgment,
the interpretation should be cited in the judicial

documents.
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@ The Case Guidance System of the Supreme People’s Court

The case guidance system is a Chinese-style judicial system of the SPC, which

aims to sum up trial experience in a timely manner, guide trial work for courts at

all levels, make uniform judicial practice and judgment standards, regulate judges’

power of discretion. On November 26, 2010, the SPC issued the Provisions on Case

Guidance, formally establishing the case guidance system.

A guiding case is a case whose judgment has become effective, a case that the SPC

has determined and published according to prescribed procedures, and a case which

can serve as a precedent in the trial of similar cases. Adjudicative divisions of the SPC

can recommend cases. Local people’s courts at any level can recommend and report

to the court at the next level up, up to the high people’s courts which may then

submit such cases to the SPC, if it considers any of its cases with effective judgment

meet the critieria for guiding cases. NPC deputies and CPPCC members, experts

and scholars, lawyers and people from other sectors of society can also recommend

eligible cases. After such recommended cases are discussed and adopted by the SPC

Adjudicative Committee, they will be announced and published in the Gazette of

the Supreme People’s Court and People’s Court Daily, and made public online at the

same time. By the end of 2015, the SPC had published a total of 56 guiding case in 11

series.

R AR B R A 36 548 T R 4
Some guiding cases released by the SPC

Guiding cases are not part of the
formal source of law. People's courts
at all levels can refer to them in
the trial of similar cases, and cite
them as a reason for judgment in
judgment documents, but they
cannot invoke them as ruling basis
in the part of legal basis in written

judgment documents.
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The biggest court room in the SPC

@l Judicial Administration of the Supreme People’s Court

he courts’ administrative affairs normally include
Tareas such as personnel management, funds
management, operation affairs management,
and adjudication management. The SPC's judicial
administration was originally managed by the Ministry
of Justice, but was then transferred to the SPC in
1983. Nevertheless, some judicial administrative
affairs are still managed by competent administrative
agencies under the State Council.
The SPC manages or guides judicial administrative
affairs of all people's courts across the country,
mainly as follows: personnel management of judges
and other court staff (including the recruitment,
appointment, training, management and super-
vision of judges, and the management of people’s
assessors); the management of judicial outlays and
equipment; adjudication management; IT application
development; education in sound ethical conduct
of judges and other court staff, communication
with the public, the media and other government
agencies; international cooperation and exchanges;
management of the SPC’s daily operation and
services.
In addition, together with relevant administrative
agencies of the central government, the SPC also
administers the following affairs: participating in the
management of the national judicial examination as
a member of the Judicial Examination Committee;
participating in the selection and training of
candidates for people’s assessors; participating in
the establishment and improvement of the disputes
resolution mechanism that links litigation with non-
litigation channels.

Parts of the judicial administrative affairs are

managed by competent administrative agencies of
the central government, such as authorized size of
staff, institutional setup, budget-making for judicial
expenditures, infrastructure construction projects of
the people’s courts, and standards of salaries and
benefits of judges and relevant staff.

The SPC president is in charge of the judicial
administrative affairs of the SPC and a part of the
national judicial administrative affairs. The SPC
has one executive vice president, a number of
vice presidents, and several full-time Adjudicative
Committee members to assist the president in
managing judicial administrative affairs. The divisional
chief judges of the SPC are also responsible for
related judicial administrative affairs, especially in
the administration of trials. In order to fulfill the
aforementioned judicial administrative duties,
the SPC has established several administrative

management organs, including:

General Office

The General Office has the following responsibilities:
organizing, coordinating and handling the office
affairs of the SPC; organizing and arranging the major
meetings of the SPC; connecting with the deputies of
the NPC, the members of the CPPCC, commissioned
supervisors and advisors of the SPC, and dealing with
the proposals of the deputies of the NPC and the
members of the CPPCC,; editing the Gazette of the

Supreme People’s Court.

Human Resources Department
The Human Resources Department is mainly re-

sponsible for managing the personnel of the SPC
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SPC press conference

and its direct affiliates, drafting management rules
and regulations for judges and staff, and providing
guidance to courts nationwide in their education,
commendation and professional training. It also
assists the high people’s courts to improve their
leadership team as well as with the institutional
setup and manning quotas of local courts. The
administration of judiciary police also falls into its

scope.

Disciplinary Supervision Department

The Disciplinary Supervision Department exercises
leadership over and provides guidance to
disciplinary supervision bodies of lower courts;
supervises and inspects enforcement of the laws
and regulations, execution of the resolutions and
decisions of the SPC, and observation of the court
discipline, by the SPC's internal departments, all
the employees of its direct affiliates and the leading
officials of the high people’s courts. Within its
power of authorization, it handles reports and tip-
offs on any act of violation of discipline by its staff
members, investigates such cases and punishes
offenders, and handles petitions of court staff who

disagree with their disciplinary punishment.

International Cooperation Department

The International Cooperation Department is
responsible for organizing judicial communication
for people’s courts with the foreign judicial
community and international organizations; re-
viewing and handling international legal assistance
cases, participating in negotiations regarding
international mutual legal assistance treaties and
conventions, coordinating and organizing judicial
cooperation programs between the SPC and foreign

and international organizations; guiding the foreign

affairs work of people’s courts at all levels.

Department of Judicial Administration and Equipment
Management

The Department of Judicial Administration and
Equipment Management is mainly responsible
for coordinating with related central government
departments in formulating policies that administer
the people’s courts’ finance, equipment and the
construction of the people’s tribunals and court
rooms; providing guidance to lower courts in terms
of expenditure and equipment; managing the
finance and state assets of the SPC; designing and
implementing the SPC’s planning and schemes for
capital construction; offering guidance to the work

of providing judicial support.

Steering Office for Judicial Reform

The Steering Office for Judicial Reform is responsible
for formulating medium and long-term plans for
judicial reform of the people’s courts, making
specific reform schemes, generalizing experience
in reform, carrying out surveys, investigations and
studies on the pressing issues facing people’s courts,
communicating and discussing with other agencies
of the central government and related organizations
in the formulation and implementation of judicial
reform schemes, and providing accompanying

guidance and supervision.

Information Office

The Information Office is mainly responsible for
formulating the public relations policies and
guidelines for people’s courts and providing press
releases on behalf of the SPC. It also directs the

publicity work of lower courts.




® The International Exchanges and Cooperation of the Supreme People’s Court

he international exchanges and cooperation of people’s courts at all levels are under the centralized

—® _a “ e? J_“‘ . . . . )
@ %%A%{z&mg%ﬁﬁgéf@ management of the SPC. The SPC actively conducts bilateral and multilateral exchanges. By the end of
March 2016, the SPC had established friendly relations with judicial authorities in more than 130 countries

and 20 international or regional organizations, and signed memorandums of cooperation with the supreme
courts of 25 countries. In the past 30 years, the SPC has organized approximately 1,000 foreign visits for

k Chinese delegations, and received hundreds of foreign delegations visiting China, including more than 180
EI:J f ? =] x & ’_._1 .‘/\ . foreign chief justices, justices, or presidents and vice presidents of foreign supreme courts. Concurrently, the
rd b Y "4 E '-Lt iz\t SPC has established cooperation with more than 40 international organizations such as the UNDP or foreign
- =" . overnment bodies and judiciaries, carrying out almost 100 judicial cooperation programs.
China — ASEAN Justice Forum ° J i J persten preg

The SPC has held many successful international and regional conferences on justice, including the 14th
and 22nd Congresses on the Law of the World, the 6th Conference of Chief Justices of Asia-Pacific, the
China-ASEAN Justice Forum and the BRICS Justices Forum. It has proposed the establishment of the
Supreme Court Presidents Conference of the member countries of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) and successfully convened the first and the seventh sessions of the conference, thereby creating an

important platform for member countries to conduct judicial exchanges and cooperation.

2015 FRBARZRES @é THAATE - RAKREFRIT
China-ASEAN Justice Forum held by the SPC in Nanning, Guangxi in 2015
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BRICS Justices Forum held by the SPC in Sanya, Hainan in 2015
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Zhou Qiang, PRC Chief Justice and SPC President, visits the International Court of Justices, September 2015.
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Every year the SPC invites distinguished judges and experts from other countries to give lectures at the
National Judges College and actively organizes short-term overseas training programs for Chinese judges.
In addition, the SPC conducts medium and long-term training programs or degree-oriented education
programs in cooperation with other countries’ government bodies and judicial training organizations.
The SPC also dispatches Chinese judges to lecture overseas at the invitation of relevant organizations, or

organizes training programs in China for foreign judges.

The SPC attaches great importance to and constantly strengthens international judicial assistance.
According to the Criminal Procedure Law and the Civil Procedure Law, a people’s court can carry out
criminal and civil judicial assistance with foreign counterparts in line with the international treaties and
conventions China has signed or joined or on principle of reciprocity. By January 2016, China had concluded
121 treaties and agreements concerning criminal or civil judicial assistance, extradition, and the fight against
“the three forces” (namely, terrorism, separatism and extremism) with 67 countries, and the SPC participated
in all the negotiations. Since the 1980s, when the SPC began handling cases involving international judicial
assistance, the number of such cases has continuously grown. At present, over 3,000 such cases in relation
to service of judicial documents, investigation and evidence taking, recognition and enforcement of
foreign judgments in civil and commercial cases, judicial review of extradition cases and transfer of the
convicted, are dealt with by people’s courts each year, which demonstrates the all-round cooperation with
foreign judicial organs. A special software for dealing with international judicial assistance cases has been
launched in 2016, which ensures that courts at all levels can handle such cases at the same time, markedly

improving efficiency of the work.

Meeting room for foreign guest in the SPC
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0 Basic Principles of the Court Trial

The people’s courts strictly observe the following principles in hearing cases

in accordance with the Constitution and laws:
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First, the principle of taking
the facts as the basis and the
law as the criterion. This is a
fundamental requirement of
the Criminal Procedure Law,
the Civil Procedure Law and
the Administrative Procedure
Law for judicial activities.
According to this principle,
courts must establish the
truth of cases on the basis of
evidence. The adjudicative
process must stringently
follow the judicial procedures
stipulated by the law, and
judgments must be made by
properly applying the law.
No provision of the law shall
be breached. People’s courts
must stick to the consistency
requirement of the legal
system so as to uphold the
authority and dignity of the

law.

Second, the principle of
exercising judicial power
independently according
to law. Article 126 of the

Constitution provides, “the

people’s courts exercise
judicial power independently,
in accordance with the pro-
visions of the law, and are
not subject to interference
by any administrative organ,
public organizations or in-
dividuals.” Independent trial
is the basic guarantee for
people’s courts to fulfill their
mandates and responsibilities
under the Constitution. The
relationships between the
SPC and the NPC and its
Standing Committee, the
State Council, the SPP belong
to the separation and check
and balance of different types
of state power, which do not
conflict with the principle of

independent trial.

Third, the principle of fair
trial. When hearing cases,
the people’s courts must be
neutral, impartial and give
fair treatment to all parties
and must not lose its neutral
status and fair attitude for

any reason. The realization
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of this principle relies on the procedural
guarantee stipulated by the law on the
one hand and the guarantee of the
professional ethics of the judges on the

other.

Fourth, the principle that all people
are equal before the law. In individual
cases, the SPC shall treat all people
equally in the application of law and
shall allow no privilege, regardless of
ethnicity, race, gender, profession, social
background, religious beliefs, education,
or personal wealth. All ethnic groups
have the right to participate in litigation
in their own languages. The people’s
courts shall provide translation services
for litigants who do not understand the

local language. In the areas where an

ethnic minority lives together or mingles
with other ethnicities, the people’s
courts conduct trials in the languages
commonly used in that local area, and
issue judgments, announcements and
other documents in the languages in

common use there.

Fifth, the principle of open trial. According
to Article 125 of the Constitution, “except
in special circumstances as specified
by law, all cases in the people’s courts
are heard in public.” As a principle of
the Constitution, open trials require
that people’s courts try cases in public,
except those involving state secrets, trade
secrets, juveniles, or personal privacy. In
cases which cannot be tried openly, the

judgment must still be made public.
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@ The Local People’s Courts at Various Levels and the Specialized People’s Courts

n accordance with the Constitution, the People’s Republic of China has established the SPC, the local

people’s courts at various levels and the specialized people’s courts such as the military courts. Currently,
the local people’s courts consist of the high people’s courts, the intermediate people’s courts, and the
primary people’s courts. The specialized people’s courts include the maritime courts, the military courts and
the IPR courts, etc. Since 1984, China has set up 10 maritime courts in Tianjin, Dalian, Shanghai, Ningbo,
Xiamen, Qingdao, Wuhan, Guangzhou, Beihai and Haikou. Since 2014, China has set up IPR courts in
Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou.

The SPC supervises the trial work of local people’s courts and specialized people’s courts. The people’s
courts at higher levels supervise the trial work of the courts at lower levels. By the end of 2015, there were
32 high people’s courts (including the PLA Military Court), 413 intermediate people’s courts (including
specialized people’s courts), and 3,129 primary people’s courts (including specialized people’s courts).
There are altogether about 211,000 judges in China, of whom about 7,000 sit in the high people’s courts,
about 40,000 in the intermediate people’s courts, and about 164,000 in the primary people's courts. Of
these, about 66,000 are female judges. The local people’s courts and specialized people’s courts are all

subordinate courts to the SPC. The structure of the courts system can be shown in the following chart:

The Organizational Chart of the Chinese Courts System

O i O
The high people’s courts of provinces,
autonomous regions, and municipalities
directly under the central government

O @) J)

The Military Court of the People’s Liberation Army

The intermediate people’s courts of The maritime courts The military courts of military
prefectures, prefecture-level cities and The IPR courts, theaters and military services
autonomous prefectures etc.

5 °

The primary people’s courts of counties, county-level
cities, autonomous counties (county-level banners), and
districts under cities

The primary military courts




The high people’s courts sit at the level of provinces, autonomous regions and

municipalities directly under the central government, and are the highest among

local courts, taking charge of hearing cases at first instance under their jurisdiction,

cases at first instance referred to the high people’s courts by lower courts, cases of

appeal and procuratorial appeal against the judgments or rulings of lower courts, and

the procuratorial protests filed by the people’s procuratorates in accordance with

the adjudication supervision procedure.
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The intermediate people’s courts sit at the level of prefectures and
autonomous prefectures within provinces and autonomous regions

as well as municipalities directly under the central government,
taking charge of cases at first instance under their jurisdiction,

‘ cases at first instance referred to the intermediate people’s

courts by the primary people’s courts, cases of appeal
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procuratorial protest cases put forward by the people’s
procuratorates in accordance with the adjudication

supervision procedure.

The primary people’s courts sit in the counties, county-
level cities, autonomous counties (banners of county

level), and districts under cities, and are responsible for

hearing civil, criminal and administrative cases at first
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instance, unless otherwise provided by law. According to the

Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Organization of

the People's Courts, the primary courts can set people’s tribunals
based on the factors of locations, populations, and cases. As a
branch and part of the primary courts, these tribunals’ judgments are

deemed as judgments of their respective primary people’s courts.

The military courts fall into three levels. When the litigants are dissatisfied

with the judgments of cases at first instance made by the PLA Military Court,
they may appeal to the SPC. The maritime courts and IPR courts are equivalent to
the intermediate people’s courts in terms of the organizational system, and therefore
litigants who are dissatisfied with the judgments of maritime courts and IPR courts

may appeal to the local high people’s courts.
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@ Judges System in China

C hina’s judges system is based on the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, the Law of
the People’s Republic of China on the Organization of the People’s Courts and the Judges Law

of the People’s Republic of China, which includes the judges’ recruitment and appointment, levels,

training, evaluation, job security and guarantee, and discipline and punishment systems, etc.

1. Recruitment and Appointment of Judges.
Stipulated by the Judges Law, a judge should meet
the following qualifications: a citizen of the People’s
Republic of China; at least 23 years of age; be loyal
to the Constitution; of good political, professional
and moral standing; in good health; holder of a
bachelor's degree or above; having passed the
National Judicial Examination. As judicial reform
deepens, currently, there are three ways to recruit a

judge:

(1) selecting the most qualified from primary courts
staff (especially from judges’ assistants) to be junior
judges;

(2) the higher people’s courts selecting judges from

judges of lower court;

(3) recruiting newly-appointed judges from lawyers,

legal experts and scholars.

According to the Constitution and relevant laws,
presidents of courts at various levels are elected and
removed by the people’s congress at the equivalent
level. The president of a court shall nominate vice
presidents, members of the adjudicative committee,
divisional chief judges, deputy divisional chief
judges and judges for appointment and removal by
the standing committee of the people’s congress

at the equivalent level. Assistant judges of a court

are appointed and removed by the president of the

court.

2. Hierachy of Judges. According to the Judges
Law, judges are divided into 12 levels, with the
president of the SPC being the Chief Justice and
those between Level 2 and 12 being labeled Justice,
Senior Judge and Judge. The level of a judge is
determined by the judge’s position, working ability
and integrity, professional competence, work

performance and seniority.

Court gavel

3. Training of Judges. According to the Judges Law
and relevant regulations, judges should receive
theoretical and professional training by following the
principle of applying theory to practice, educating
judges according to their needs with an emphasis

on tangible results. According to the Judge Training
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Regulations formulated and released by the SPC,
judges training programs include: training for pre-
appointment of judges, pre-post training, training

for promotion, and in-service training.

The training consist of ethical and professional
education, focusing on improving judges’ ability to
steer court hearings, mediate lawsuits, apply laws
and produce and draft judicial documents, and
adapting to their personal needs. The performance
records and appraisals for the judge during the
training are taken as one of the references for his

appointment and promotion.

4. Performance Evaluation of Judges. Under the
Judges Law, evaluation of judges is conducted by
the people’s courts where the judges work. People’s
courts set up commissions for examination and
evaluation of judges in charge of giving guidance
on training, examination and evaluation. The
evaluation of judges is based on their adjudicative
work results, ethical standards, professional
competence, mastery of jurisprudence, working
attitude and style. However, the main focus is on

their actual work performance.

5. Job Security and Guarantee of Judges. Under
the Judges Law, judges enjoy the following rights:
to have the power and working conditions which
are essential to the performance of functions and

duties of judges; to be free from interference from

administrative agencies, public organizations or
individuals in trying cases according to law; to be
exempted from sanction, such as dismissal from
post, demotion, discharge from courts or disciplinary
punishment, in the absence of statutory cause or
without going through statutory procedures; to be
remunerated for work and to enjoy insurance and
other benefits; to enjoy the safety of the person,
property and residence as ensured by law. Judges’
salaries are raised on fixed terms and judges
enjoy judicial allowances, regional allowances and
other allowances, insurance and other benefits as
prescribed by the state. Upon retirement, judges
enjoy pensions and other benefits as prescribed by

the state.

6. Sanctions of Judges. Under the Judges Law,
no judges may commit any of the following acts:
to embezzle money or accept bribes; to bend the
law for personal gain; to interrogate by torture; to
conceal or falsify evidence; to abuse powers; to
grossly neglect his or her duty. A judge who has
committed any of the acts listed above is subject to
sanctions. Sanctions include a disciplinary warning,
a demerit recorded, a grave demerit recorded,
demotion, dismissal from post, and discharge from
courts. The salary and rank of a judge who has been
dismissed from the post should be reduced, and at
the same time he or she should be demoted. If the
judge’s wrongdoing constitutes a crime, he or she

should be pursued for criminal liability.
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udicial reform serves to further improve and
\Jdevelop the socialist judicial system with
Chinese characteristics. Since the launch of the
reform and opening up policy, China has enjoyed
all-round economic and social development,
and made progress in building its legal system.
The people express an increasing demand for
judicial justice. With the number of lawsuits rising
continuously, the original judicial system can no
longer meet the needs of the changing times.
Therefore, the SPC has launched a series of reforms
in terms of court institutional setup, judges system,
litigation procedure, forms of trial, enforcement
system, and judicial administration, etc. The SPC
released the Five-Year Reform Plan of the People’s
Courts in 1999, 2005, 2009 and 2015 respectively.
These four plans serve as the basis of China's court

reform.

The First Five-Year Reform Plan

The SPC announced the Five-Year Reform Plan
of the People’s Courts in 1999, in an attempt
through reforming working mechanisms of trial
and enforcement of that time to gradually put in
place an independent and fair trial mechanism in
accordance with the law and to resolve a series of
outstanding problems such as local protectionism
in judicial activities and administrative tendency of
court trials.

The implementation of the first Five-Year Reform
Plan of the People’s Courts yielded the following
results: (1) The SPC implemented an internal
organizational reform of courts that centered on check

and balance of powers, realizing the separation

Judicial Reform of the Chinese Courts

of trial and case filing, the separation of trial and
enforcement, and the separation of trial and
supervision. (2) The SPC carried out a reform of trial
organization that centered on the reinforcement
of the functions of collegiate panels, realizing the
integration of trial and judgment making. (3) The
SPC launched a reform of trial modes that centered
on open trial, strengthening the functions of
courtroom trials and rendering the courtroom as the
center of a trial in a real sense. (4) The SPC carried
out a reform of written judgments that focused on
enhancing the persuasive and reasoning of opinions,
thus boosting the public trust in justice. (5) The
SPC implemented a reform of litigation procedures
that consisted of separating complex cases from
simple ones, and therefore enhanced the efficiency
of trial. (6) The SPC reformed the judge system by
promoting the professionalization of judges, and
thus improved the professional competencies of
judges. (7) The SPC reformed the people’s tribunals
by setting up courts that transcend the boundaries
of administrative divisions, thus achieving the
popularization, standardization and modernization

of the people’s tribunals.

The Second Five-Year Reform Plan

After finishing the tasks listed in the first “Five-Year
Reform Plan of the People’s Courts,” China initiated
a national institutional judicial reform in a more
comprehensive and systemic manner. According
to the national overall plan, the SPC announced
the Second Five-Year Reform Plan of the People’s
Courts (2004-2008), covering eight areas and

introducing 50 reform measures.
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In this process, courts at various levels pressed
ahead with reforms in all respects including
trial procedure, trial mechanism, enforcement
mechanism, trial management, judicial ad-
ministration, judicial personnel management,
internal and external supervision and check
and balance mechanisms. In particular, through
centralizing the power to review and approve death
sentences, the SPC standardized the criteria against
which death penalties would be applied, and
guaranteed the trial quality of death penalty cases.
By improving the open trial system, courts realized
a wholly transparent process covering case filing,
court trial, evidence admission, fact establishment,
judgment reasoning, written judgment, and
enforcement process, thus greatly boosting
judicial fairness. Courts reformed and improved
the system of adjudicative committees, gradually
achieving the goal that adjudicative committee
members have become more professional and their
work more procedure-based. The people’s courts
also preliminarily put in place a trial-centered
operation model by improving the mechanism of
separating case management from administrative
management. Meanwhile courts improved the
systems of trial proceedings management,
supervision and review of trial quality, assessment
of judges’ performance, and goal-oriented
management, which contributed to the formation
of an operation mechanism of adjudicative power
and enforcement power with a rational structure,
scientific functional allocation, well-knit procedure,
and effective check and balance mechanism. By
reforming and improving the system of the people's
assessor system, the courts gave full play to the

important role of people’s assessors in safeguarding

judicial fairness, promoting judicial openness and

boosting judicial democracy.

The Third Five-Year Reform Plan

The SPC announced the Third Five-Year Reform
Plan of the People's Courts (2009-2013) in March
2009. It introduced 30 reform measures and covered
five areas.

First, to optimize the allocation of functions and
powers of the people’s courts, including reforming
and improving operational mechanisms of their
judicial functions and powers, reforming and
improving the relationship between higher courts
and lower courts, and enhancing the professional
safeguard system.

Second, to implement the criminal trial policy
of balancing severity and leniency, including
establishing and improving trial system and working
mechanisms combining aggravated punishment and
mitigating treatment according to the law, putting
in place and improving the judicial coordination and
guarantee systems that ensure the implementation
of the criminal policy of balancing severity and
leniency.

Third, to reinforce team building in the people’s
courts, including reforming the recruitment and
training systems of judges, improving the systems
of staffing and judges’ professional titles and levels
of the people’s courts, and reforming and improving
the systems of judges’ salariess and benefits as well
as their security of tenure.

Fourth, to reinforce courts’ budget guarantee,
including building a system featuring clearly defined
responsibilities, categorized funding, decoupling of
income from expenditure and guaranteed provision

of funds, establishing a regular increase mechanism
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in the budget of courts, and further boosting the
courts' IT application.

Fifth, to improve justice for the people by
means such as strengthening judicial openness,
establishing and improving alternative dispute
resolution mechanisms, establishing and improving
the mechanism and channels to communicate with
and express public opinions, improving the working
mechanism of lawsuit-related petitions by letters
and visits, establishing and improving long-lasting
effect machnisms with people-oriented justice, and
reforming and improving the system of providing

legal aid.

The Fourth Five-Year Reform Plan

The further reform of China’s judicial system has
been integrated into the overall national reform
since 2013. The SPC released the Fourth Five-Year
Reform Plan of the People’s Courts (2014-2018) in
February 2015. With the crucial objective of building
a socialist judicial power system with Chinese
characteristics, the plan introduces 65 judicial reform
measures, which can be generalized into seven
categories:

« establishing a jurisdiction system that separates
courts’ jurisdiction from administrative divisions

* creating a trial-centric litigation system

* optimizing the internal power allocation in
people’s courts

« improving the working mechanism for applying

judicial power

* building an open, dynamic, transparent and easily
accessible judicial mechanism

* improving the professionalism of court staff

* ensuring the courts to exercise judicial power

independently and impartially.

The specific roadmap and timeline are as follows:
1. By the end of 2015, to improve the working
mechanism for applying judicial power, featuring
clearly-defined duties and reponsibilities, integrated
powers and obligations, orderly supervision and
complete support. The SPC will establish three
public platforms to make known to the public
the trial proceedings, judgment documents, and
enforcement information, which are systematically
sound with all information easily accessible, and
establish a scientific and convenient justice-for-
people system that serves all the people.

2. By the end of 2016, to establish a trial-centric
litigation system and will help form a judicial
power allocation model that features a scientific
orientation, clarified functions, and effective
operations.

3. By the end of 2017, to preliminarily set up a court
staff management system that features well-planned
classification of posts, clear division of responsibility
and a rational structure, and that is compatible with
the professional character of court professionals.

4. By the end of 2018, to improve the institutional
context and social atmosphere whereby people

trust, respect and support China’s judicial system.
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China Judgments Online (http://wenshu.court.gov.cn/)

@ Judicial Transparency of the Chinese Courts

he SPC always takes the openness of judicial work as one of its top priorities.
Tlt sticks to the principle of treating public access to information as a principle
and secrecy as an exception, and improving justice and integrity through openness.
The SPC has constructed openness platforms on trial proceedings, judgments, and
enforcement information, to make the entire process of case-filing, trial, enforcement,
hearing, judgments delivery and trial-related affairs available to the public. Relying on
modern information technology (IT) and new media platforms, it constantly enriches
and innovates the form and content of judicial openness to expand depth and width

of the exposure.

In 2002, the official website of the SPC (www.court.gov.cn) was formally launched, the
successor to the Chinese Courts’ Network (www.chinacourt.org). The SPC's official
Weibo, WeChat, News Client, and the Pressroom of the People’s Court on Sina
Weibo were formed in 2013. The public can inquire about updated trial information,
court session agendas, and typical cases through newspapes, TV, broadcasting,
magazines, internet or We-media. A series of websites are now accessible and
available providing case flow tracking (www.court.gov.cn/zgsplcxxgkw), information
about persons subject to enforcement (http://shixin.court.gov.cn), judgment
documents (http://wenshu.court.gov.
cn), and live court hearing (http://
ts.chinacourt.org). Except for cases
required by law to be heard in secrecy,
judgment documents and trial process
information on other cases tried in the
SPC can be quickly found online. The
SPC often organizes "Open Days”
and invites representatives from all
walks of life, such as NPC deputies,
CPPCC members, ordinary people,

and juveniles to enter courts and

experience their work at zero distance.
China Law Enforcement Information Online

(http://shixin.court.gov.cn/)
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@ National Judges College (Judges International Exchange Center of the Supreme People’s

Court and the Research Institute of Judicial Cases of the Supreme People’s Court)

he National Judges College (NJC) is a
Tspecialized institution under the SPC in charge of
training judges and conducting judicial research. The
College is mainly responsible for providing training
for appointment, promotion, and professional
adjudication to all courts’ presidents, vice presidents,
senior judges and backup teams who are qualified
to serve and progress in their careers. It also offers

reserve judges with pre-job training.

Founded on September 18, 1997, the NJC grew
out of the Sparetime Law School of National Court
Officials set up in 1985 and the Senior Judges
Training Center of China established in 1988. Before
2015, it was located at Tongzhou District, Beijing.
On September 15, 2015, its new campus on No.111,
South Fourth Ring Western Road in Fengtai District
was officially brought into use, covering 165,000 sq
m of land, with floorage about 60,000 sq m.

The NJC boasts a high-quality full-time and part-
time teaching team. It now has 17 departments
responsible for activities such as teaching
affairs, training, further education, research, and
international exchange. With 115 full-time teaching
and staff members, it holds an average of 80 training
sessions each year, training about 18,000 judges

and other court staff. The NJC has set up several

subsidiary schools across China to take charge of

judges training in their respective areas.

The NJC (Judges International Exchange Center of
the Supreme People’s Court) attaches importance
to communication and contact with overseas law
schools, academic groups and relevant agencies and
organizations, and builds sound, stable and long-
term partnership with them. The NJC often invites
experts from both academic and practical fields from
both home and abroad to hold academic exchanges
and judicial seminars in addition to planning and

organizing national academic discussions for courts.

The NJC (Research Institute of Judicial Cases of the
Supreme People’s Court) also engages in research of
judicial cases, which includes collecting, organizing
and compiling typical and historical judicial cases in
China’s mainland, Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan;
collecting, organizing, compiling and translating
judicial cases of BRICS, SCO countries, Western
countries such as the U.S., the UK, France, and
Germany and other major developing countries;
organizing communication and academic activities
on judicial cases at home and abroad and setting
up communication platforms; proposing and
implementing an annual research program of

judicial cases for people's courts.
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@ China Institute of Applied Jurisprudence

he China Institute of Applied Juris-
Tprudence (CIAJ) is a specialized
institution for judicial system and applied
jurisprudential research established by
the SPC. Since its foundation on February
21, 1991, the Institute has launched a
series of studies in line with the needs
of judicial work, offering references to
the SPC and other courts all over the
country in their decision making in areas
such as trials, management and reform.
These research subjects include the
socialist judicial system with Chinese
characteristics, transparent judicial
mechanisms, reform of the enforcement
system, reform of the mechanism of
unified application of law, the system
of case guidance, sentencing reform,
the system of the death penalty, gender
equality and judicial fairness, judicial cost
and efficiency, effect of porperty right,
implementation of the Contract Law,
judicial issues on the internet, and the

protection of the medical IPR.

In 2000, after the SPC's institutional
reorganization, the CIAJ was combined
with the National Judges College, and
they jointly take the responsibility for
judicial research and judges training. In
July 2004, in order to give full play to the
role of the CIAJ in applied jurisprudential
research and judicial reform, the SPC

decided to reorganize the Institute.

The CIAJ has set up several branches such
as the Constitution and Administrative
Law Division, the Criminal Law Division,
the Civil and Commercial Law Division,
the Research Management Office, the
Secretariat of the Institute of Judicial
Theory Studies of the China Law Society,
Center for Gender and Law Studies,
Center for Judicial Research on the
Internet, and the Post-doctoral Work
Station. The Institute boasts a high-caliber
research team. The Institute maintains
friendly academic exchange relationships

with many international organizations,

foreign courts and research institutes.
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@ China Court Museum

The China Court Museum was set up in February 2008,
which traces the court and legal system of China through

the ages, and reopened to the public on January 1, 2016. It

was approved by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage

and Beijing Municipal Administration of Cultural Heritage, and ‘? ﬁ & ﬁ) ﬁ_ % ﬁ

registered with the latter. CHINA COURT MUSTUM

The Museum is located in No.4 Zhengyi Road in Dongcheng

W kR A

China Court Museum

District of Beijing. It was built by using the building of an old
Japanese bank which was set up in 1910 and identified as a
key cultural relic site under state protection. The Museum now

covers more than 3,000 sg m.

The Museum has three general exhibition halls, six specialized
exhibition halls, three interactive sections for promoting the
legal knowledge, and one video hall. On display in the first hall
is the judicial history of China, reviewing judicial development
in ancient China. The second hall presents the development of
people’s courts and their achievements. In the third hall is an
exhibition on the work of people’s courts since the 18th CPC
National Congress; the themes are the rule of law and the great
rejuvenation of China. The six specialized exhibitions concern
rarely seen and precious ancient legal books; the justified trial
of Japanese war criminals; glimpses of Hong Kong, Macao and
Taiwan courts; glimpses of foreign and international courts;
Dongjiao Minxiang (also called Beijing Legation Quarter in old
times) in the old days; and the highest judicial organs in ancient
China. Interactive activities take place in three sections: a
smoot court, a platform of Q&A, and a classroom for activities.
The video hall collects and shows movies about Chinese and

foreign legal systems.
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m The Library and Publications of the Supreme People’s Court

he SPC Library covers an area of over 2,000
qu m, and contains more than 130,000 books, 7
databases for intranet, and 9 databases for internet.
Opening all the shelves in a large floor space, the
Library facilitates both borrowing and reading. In
addition to borrowing books from the stacks and
reading books in the Library, judges can also, sitting
at their offices, browse the web pages of the Library,
search for books, renew borrowed books online and
use SPC databases through the intranet, and also
browse the Chinese and English databases such as
CNKI, Faxin (Faxin.cn is a website providing digital
legal information services) and Westlaw via the
internet. The Library is equipped with a spacious
and well-lighted reading area and has become a

comfortable place for judges to read and relax.

The SPC guides court trials across China and
promotes the unified application of law by releasing
information on typical cases and trials on a regular
basis. The main regular publications of the SPC
include the Gazette of the Supreme People’s Court,
the People’s Judicature: Application and the People’s
Judicature: Cases. The SPC's adjudicative divisions
have published the Guide to Case Filing, Reference
to Criminal Trial, Guide and Reference to Civil Trial,
Guide and Reference to Commercial Trial, Guide
and Reference to Intellectual Property Trial, Guide
and Reference to Foreign-related Commercial and
Marine Trial, Administrative Enforcement and Trial,
Reference to Adjudication Supervision, Reference to

Enforcement, and Judicial Research and Reference,

as well as Journal of Law Application issued by the
National Judges College. The Selected Cases of
the People’s Courts is a publication compiled by the

China Institute of Applied Jurisprudence.

The contents of these publications include:

* the latest judicial interpretations and regulatory
documents issued by the SPC

* expositions of trial policies

« explanatory elaborations for judicial practice

* the judgments of major and typical cases directly
heard by the SPC

* the key points of cases and judgments by the
people’s courts at various levels

* major judicial statistics of all types of cases heard
by the courts nationwide

* the latest adjudicative developments of foreign

judiciaries.

The People’s Courts Daily is the daily newspaper
sponsored by the SPC, publishing work information,
latest policies, work experience, theoretical
discussions, typical cases of the SPC and the local
people’s courts. This newspaper provides the most
comprehensive information on Chinese courts,
and therefore has become a must-read regarding
Chinese courts’ work and judicial reform. In addition,
the People’s Courts Publishing House takes on
the task of publishing various books related to the
judicial work, and runs the news journal of China
Trial, which covers latest adjudicative information on

courts across China.
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The Centralized Data Management System of the People’s Courts

Stepping into the era of internet, the
SPC has put a high value on the

informatization and basically realized the
electronic office and paperless office.
Judges and court staff are equipped with
personal computers and can therefore
transfer official documents, look up
various lawsuit archives and administrative
dossiers, handle cases online, and
log onto the databases of academic
journals, laws and regulations, and
legal precedents via LAN. Using IT, the

SPC has enhanced the supervision and

administration of the trial proceedings
and effectively improved its quality and

efficiency.

The SPC has established the People’s
Courts IT Service Center, which is in charge
of formulating IT development programs,
implementation plans and technical
standards; organizing and carrying out
major projects and key technology
solutions; summing up experience and
evaluating the effect of IT application in

courts nationwide; supervising and guiding
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In litigation services, Litigation Service Center,
online litigation platform, 12368 hotline, lawyer
service platforms are built to form a comprehensive
internet-based litigation service system and
provide convenient and efficient litigation services
for removing obstacles to case-filing, trial and
enforcement. In the meantime, in order to enhance
communication with the public and publicize
legal culture, the courts release abundant and
authoritative information on their mobile TV app,
Sina Weibo and WeChat to address the netizens’

suggestions and concerns to courts.

In trial proceedings, the courts use comprehensive
case-handling system to facilitate case flow,
examination and approval online, to assist to
compose judgments and intelligently correct
errors, greatly improving efficiency and quality of
case handling. The courts across China have set up
over 18,000 technology-based courtrooms, making
possible multi-media presentation of evidence,
remote trial, evidence display and bear witness,
witness protection, audio-video recording and
live broadcast of court hearing and simultaneous

interpretation.

In judicial administration, the Centralized Data

Management System of People’s Courts is set up to

collect case data of all courts in a comprehensive,
timely and accurate manner. Automatically
generated, these data are all from case handling
system of courts of all levels and updated every
5 minutes to show the dynamic change of case
filing number. The 3,512 courts nationwide have
all realized realtime data reporting. The SPC has
accumulated the data from over 73 million cases
in the last five years, and this number continues to
rise each day by 40,000 to 50,000, forming 260,000
groups of charts, for analysis of quality and efficiency
of trials, hot issues and cases of specific types. This
gives a realtime and dynamic picture of court trials

nationwide and their quality and efficiency.

The application of IT is now an irreversible trend. IT
will surely exert extensive and profound impact upon
future social development. The people’s courts will
keep up with the times, take advantage of the fast
development of IT, and apply the idea of “Big Data,
Big Thinking and Big Service.” The services will
center on the people, trials and enforcement as well
as judicial administration, aiming to modernize the
judicial system and capability, and build courts which
support online management of all legal services,
full openness of adjudication and enforcement, and
offer comprehensive intelligent services to judges,

litigants, the public, and government agencies.
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Former site of the SPC

n the early days of the SPC, it was housed in

the Justice Building, No.72, Ministry of Justice
Street, Beijing. The building used to be the original
site of the Da Li Yuan (the Central Judicial Office)
of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), and then the
office building of the Supreme Court of Beiyang
Government and Hebei High Court during the
period of the Republic of China (1912-1949). In
September 1959, in order to build the Great Hall
of the People, this building was demolished and
the SPC was temporarily relocated to No.4, Yuetan
Beixiaojie and later to No.37, Dongjiao Minxiang in
1961. In 1971, the SPC was relocated to its current
sites — No. 27, Dongjiao Minxiang, Dongcheng
District, Beijing.

The current location of the SPC used to be the site
of Tai Yi Yuan (the Imperial Hospital) and Qin Tian
Jian (the Observatory) during the Qing Dynasty
and later the location of the Russian Embassy
in China in the late Qing Dynasty. At its current

location the office space available could not meet

e H
A panorama of the SPC headquarters in Beijing

@ The Current Sites and Buildings of the Supreme People’s Court

the requirements. The SPC therefore built the
Trial Office Building (West Wing) in 1984 and the
Grand Court (Middle Building) in 1994. In May 2002,
an all-round expansion project for the buildings
was launched. A new Office Building (East Wing)
was built in the east of the Grand Court. In the
meantime, the east and west wings were connected
to the central building. The new building came
into use as the first major office site in December
2005 on the occasion of the 55th anniversary of the
SPC. In December 2007, the second office site on
No. 9, Beihuashi Street, Dongcheng District was
opened as the office mainly for criminal divisions.
In November, 2009, the third office site on No. 316,
Hongsi Village, Xiaohongmen Township, Chaoyang
District was put to use to file cases and receive
petitions from the public. The SPC's First Circuit
Court located at No. 1036, Hongling Middle Road,
Shenzhen, Guangdong Province and the Second
Circuit Court located at No. 3, Shiji Road, Hunnan
District, Shenyang, Liaoning Province, both opened

in January 2015.
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